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Archiving & records management perspectives on electronic-only publications for
nomenclature

(I) Sue Ann Gardner
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, U. S.A. (e-mail: sgardner@unlnotes.unl.edu)

I fully support the establishment of taxonomic names in electronic-only publications
and would like to make some recommendations based on my professional experience
in archival sciences, as a Scholarly Communications Librarian. The proposed
amendment to the Code needs only to be explicit in what is required of authors and
publishers for electronic-only publication, and all contingencies can be covered. In
this generation we have one foot in the world of paper and the other now firmly
planted in the electronic realm. This special position will be relatively short-lived, and
we would be doing a great service to our successors if we were to establish some viable
guidelines for authoritative naming of taxonomic units early on in this transition to
digital media.
My recommendations are as follows:
As discussed in the draft proposed amendment there must be a requirement that
electronic-only publications containing nomenclatural acts have archival integrity.
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This means they should be accredited by, authenticated by, or registered with,
services such as Portico (http://www.portico.org), or be a part of large taxonomic
archiving efforts such as the Biodiversity Heritage Library (http://www.
biodiversitylibrary.org/About.aspx). To determine whether to publish in any given
publication, authors may ask editors if the publication participates in any such
initiatives. If the publication does not participate in an established archival initiative,
the author may inquire if the publication is available in its entirety in an institutional
repository. Ultimately, the author must decide whether he or she believes the
publication meets this requirement.
The amendment should recommend that authors submit their work to publishers
who do not restrict access to the published work. Authors should be allowed to freely
post the final, published version of the article or chapter in any scholarly repository
and on the author's personal website (with no restrictions other than a possible short
embargo, and preferably with no fees attached to this agreement). It is important that
authors should be able to post the final, published version, in its exact original form,
not merely pre-prints. Without this caveat, myriads of issues arise regarding
authoritativeness of name due to availability of various versions of an article.
Pre-print versions of an article are manuscripts, and therefore are not authoritative
in terms of name establishment.
Akin to the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) initiative (requiring
deposition of articles in PubMed Central by funded authors), authors who publish
taxonomic names in electronic-only format should be required by the Code to have
their published, peer-reviewed paper uploaded in a scholarly repository that is freely
accessible to anyone with a web connection.
To avoid confusion as grey literature becomes more readily available online,
I recommend wider use of disclaimers. With theses and dissertations increasingly
being made freely available online, as well as abstracts and conference proceedings, authors should be directed to clearly disclaim first-time use of names in
all non-peer reviewed, manuscript-like, grey literature-type online publications.
Examples of proposed wording should be provided on the ICZN website so that
authors and editors can unambiguously and consistently incorporate appropriate
language into such works. In addition, libraries can begin to prominently display
blanket disclaimers on their repository websites regarding the non-availability
of names in posted documents that might be mistaken for available published
works.
Until another format emerges supplanting it, suggesting that articles be deposited
in PDF is a good idea, to ensure the accuracy of presentation in every viewing
instance of a document, article or chapter.
CD-ROMs and DVDs should be disallowed as mechanisms of valid publication.
Their archival stability is uncertain. The content of these media is easily converted to
PDF and uploaded in a repository.
There should be no requirement for authors who publish names in electronic-only
publications to also somehow place a paper version of the article in any number
of libraries. However, authors should be required to state explicitly in the
publication that they have abided by the requirements of the Code for depositing of
names and to state which electronic repositories the article will reside tn, tn
perpetuity.
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